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induce some individuals to investigate with candour,
and freedom, and with a genuine desire of arriving
at the truth, the subjects here discussed; and that
whilst some, even of those who may have hitherto
acquiesced in erroneous doctrines and practices, may
be convinced of their departure from Christian verity;
others, if tempted to desert the straight path of primi-
tive worship, may be somewhat strengthened and armed
by the views presented to them here, against the cap-
tivating allurements of religious error.

Whether the present work may, by the Divine favour,
be made in some degree instrumental in forwarding
these results, or in effecting any good, the author pre-
sumes not to anticipate; but he will hope for the best.
He believes that the honest pursuit of the truth, under-
taken with an humble zeal for God's glory, and in de-
pendence on his guidance and light, is often made suc-
cessful beyond our own sanguine expectations.

With these views the following pages are offered, as
the result of an inquiry into the doctrine and practice
of the Invocation of Saints and Angels, and of the
Blessed Virgin Mary.

To prevent misconception as to the nature of this

*

work, the author would observe, that since the single
subject here proposed to be investigated is, " The In-
vocation of Saints and Angels and the Blessed Virgin
Mary," he has scrupulously avoided the discussion of
many important and interesting questions usually con-